FIRST CAPTURE OF MARTELLO IN 1793           35
it is mentioned that in September 1793, whilst Moore was still in Gibraltar; and while our troops were in occupation of Toulon, Lord Hood had sent Commodore Linzee to co-operate with the Corsicans. As a whole the expedition failed for lack of any military force; but incidentally Captain Wolseley without much difficulty captured the Martello tower by broadsides from his ship, the Lowestoffe, which, without inflicting much damage, alarmed the garrison into abandoning it. It was then taken possession of by a landing party from the Lowestoffe and handed over to the Corsicans, from whom it was on the 24th of the same month recaptured by the French, Commodore Linzee having removed all the guns to fit out a tender. The French rearmed the tower with the guns, which, as will be seen in the Diary, proved so effective against the Heet. When Captain Wolseley first captured the tower he was so much struck by the peculiarity of its construction that he made a plan of it, which was sent home officially with his report. As he was only for a short time on shore he no doubt picked up the name of Mortella really from the Corsicans, and wrote it " Martello." Lord Hood, at a later date, followed the spelling of Captain Wolseley's original report, heading his despatches "Martello" when in the bay, and so the name became fixed in England. I am convinced that it was the fact that Dundas was, as Moore here records, present at the incident of the attack on the tower on the gth February that subsequently, in consequence of the impression then made on him, led, during the time of the threatened invasion by Napoleon, to his proposing the construction of similar towers along the coast of Britain. In order to account for the name James introduces an engineer named " Martel," who, to the